




Writers write, 
teachers teach, 
activists act ... 

but a good scholar 
does all of the above.   

- dr. james peterson

“
”



ames Peterson (Duke ’93, UPENN ‘03) is the 
Director of Africana Studies and Associate 

Professor of English at Lehigh University. He is also 
the founder of Hip-Hop Scholars, LLC, an association 
of Hip-Hop generational scholars dedicated to 
researching and developing the 
cultural and educational potential 
of Hip-Hop, urban, and youth 
cultures. Whether composing 
interdisciplinary curricula or 
discussing the latest topic du jour 
as an increasingly important media 
presence, Dr. Peterson reveals an 
acute understanding of both our 
contemporary American culture 
and the highly-charged political climate with a 
progressive mindset.

An adamant proponent of educational 
reform, Dr. Peterson is a strong advocate of 
integrating youth culture into classrooms as a 
way of transgressing the historically divergent 

borders between lived experiences and the formal 
educational system. He has trained teachers for 
the greater part of a decade, working with them 
to incorporate innovative methods for teaching 
students from all backgrounds and particularly 

from minority groups. Drawing 
from the four elements of Hip-Hop 
culture—djing, mc-ing/rapping, 
breakdancing/bboying, and graffiti 
art—Dr. Peterson conceived “The 
Fifth Element of Hip-Hop” where 
he argues that knowledge is an 
additional element.

Regularly appearing on 
MSNBC’s The Ed Show and The 

Martin Bashir Show, as well as Al Jazeera English 
and NPR with Marty Moss Coane, Dr. Peterson 
aptly utilizes his incredible breadth of knowledge 
to tackle everything from politics to race relations, 
cultural debates about the greater social implication 
of entertainers like Beyoncé, and the integration 
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of non-traditional approaches to academics.   He 
is also an official contributor for The Daily Beast, 
TheGrio.com, MSNBC’s official black online 
presence, BET.com, and blogs for The Huffington 
Post, generally applying his journalistic and 
ethnographic skill sets toward groundbreaking 
academic inquiry.

Often working in collaboration with others, 
Dr. Peterson has also brought in fresh perspectives 
on continually evolving debates on CNN, Fox News, 
CBS News, MSNBC, ABC News, ESPN, and HLN, 
and has been involved with BET and Bet.com, 
The Michael Eric Dyson Show, Hot 97’s “Street 
Soldiers,” The Michael Baisden Show, and the 
award-winning PBS documentary, Beyond Beats 
and Rhymes. Additionally, Dr. Peterson regularly 
contributes to The Fresh Outlook on Ebru TV, a 
family-oriented, international cable network that 
features educational programs, sitcoms, and news 
segments. 

Diving into the realm of magazines and 

newpapers, Dr. Peterson has made his way into an 
array of publications as both a voice of reason and a 
scholar, including Vibe Magazine, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Philadelphia Weekly, The Miami Herald, 
The Wall Street Journals, Callaloo, Criticism, Black 
Arts Quarterly, XXL, and African American Review. 
Beyond offering his opinions through media 
appearances, academics, and blogging, Dr. Peterson 
uses his variegated insights for crossing into the 
limelight of celebrity entertainment, interviewing 
the likes of Gil Scott Heron, Dr. Manning Marable, 
Sistah Souljah, Snoop Dogg, Dead Prez, DJ Jazzy Jeff, 
Nas, and Lupe Fiasco.

Much as his academic focus is derived from 
an interdisciplinary mindset, Dr. Peterson projects 
the same flexible, hands-on approach in all his 
endeavors, inspiring positive change in the world 
around him. Dr. Peterson is currently working on 
his first academic book, aimed to predominantly 
focus on mortality and commercial culture in Hip-
Hop culture. 









Mental Health Must Be Part of Gun on 
Face The Nation Roundtable Discussion

Institutional Blackface

The “Fifth Element” of Hip-Hop, Versus 
Debate

Hip Hop Intellectuals at the Aspen Ideas 
Festival

Samuel L. Jackson Cusses for Obama 
Campaign: ‘Wake the f**k up!’

What Rodney King’s Death Symbolizes 
for the Black Community

Episode 10/27 The Fresh Outlook Job 
Outsourcing

Rap’s Rape Culture: Ashley Judd Had a 
Point on The Root
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An adamant 
proponent of 

educational reform, 
Dr. James Peterson 
believes educators 
ought to integrate 
youth culture into 

their teaching.
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